VIECVoluntary Interdistrict Choice Corporation

For Immediate Release— 12 noon, Friday, October 19, 2012

VICC Boar d ExtendsEnrollment of New Transfer Students
Extension Unanimously Approved at Special October 19 Meeting

TheVoluntary Interdistrict Choice Corporation (V1CC) unanimoudy approved afive-year extensionperiod
to continueto enroll new studentsintothe programwhenitsBoard of Directorsmetinspecia sessonat 11:30am.
Friday, October 19, inthe Spellman Center, L eadership Center ConferenceRoomat Lindenwood University inSt.
Charles.

District participation by continuing to accept new studentsduring thisextension remainsoptional at each
individual digtrict’ sdiscretion. Currently enrolled studentsareabl eto continueintheprogramthrough graduation
evenif their chosen district decidesnot to enrol | new studentsduring the extension period.

Thisyear marksthe4(" anniversary of thelandmark desegregati on casewhich changed thefaceof education
inthe St. Louismetro areaand created the nation’ slargest school choiceprogram.

TheSt. LouisStudent Transfer Programwasestablishedtoincreaseracia integrationinmetropolitanarea
public schoolsunder aSettlement Agreement reached inthearea-wide St. L oui sdesegregation case, filedin1972,
and approved by theFederal Courtin 1983. TheprogramallowsAfrican-American studentsresidingintheCity
of St. Louistoattend participating school districtsin St. LouisCounty, provided certain eligibility requirements
regarding residency and behavior recordsaremet. Theprogramalsoalowsnon-African-American studentswho
livein participating suburban school districtstotransfer into St. LouisMagnet Schoolsinthecity.

In June, 2007, the VICC Board unanimously approved afive-year extension to the 1999 Settlement
Agreement, which continued thenew enrol Iment period through the2013-2014 school year. Thissecondfive-year
extensionallowsnew enrolImentsthrough the 2018-2019 school year.

Actual enrollment of city studentsintheVICC programfor the2012-2013 school year is5,130 students,
asof September 26. City familiesarehighly interestedinthe program, with morethan 4,000 applicationsreceived
foronly 517 new spacesmadeavailableby thedistrictsin 2012-2013. Currently 86 suburban studentsareenrolled
inthecity magnet school s. Moreapplicationscontinueto bereceived from county familiesthan spacesavailablein
thepopular magnets.

Attheheight of thetransfer programin 1993-1994, atotal of 13,493 city studentsattended schoolsin St.
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LouisCounty. Sincethe 1999 Settlement Agreement, districtsbegan phasing out available seatsat therate of
betweenfiveand six percentannually.

AccordingtoVICC CEO David Glaser, “ Tensof thousandsof studentsbothinthecity and thecounty have
benefitted from partici pationintheprogram. Studentswhotransfer fromthecity achievehigher test scores, better
attendance and higher graduation rateswhen compared with studentswho remaininthecity. County resident
studentsgain by being educatedinamorediverseenvironment whichisgreat preparationfor collegeand thework
world.”

Other benefitsfor transferring students, henotesaredightly moredifficult toquantify, butincludeexposure
toanew environment, new challengesand new opportunities. “ Studentsseeand observethe successesof others
and decidethey want the same opportunitiesastheir classmates.”
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